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The present invention relates broadly ..to racks drawings, sers forth, the preferred .embodiment 
and more particularly OEo an adjustable rack for of the invention. 
the reception and support of paris, trays or other leferring to the drawings wherein ,the .pre- 
receptacles, ferred embodiment of the invention is fllustrated: 
While the rack of the prescrit invention is sus- 5 Figure ! is a vertical, sectional view of the 
ceptible of many and varied uses it bas been portaole rack constituting the subject mattezo 
round fo be particularly adaptable to the bakery the present invention; and 
and confectionery trades. The rack is primarfly Fig.ure 2 is a horizontal sectional view showing 
designed for suppoting trays or pans of the type certain of the adjusting features of.the present 
employed by bakers and the like and is capable 10 invention, the section being taken on line. 
of conveying sa.id pans or trays fo and from the of Figure 1. 
ovens in either a filled or emptied condition. Peferring to the drawings therein is shown 
In the bakery and confectionery trades the portable rack of the prescrit invention embody- 
Prescrit firend is fo employ paris and trays of var- ing a base portion of rectangular configuration 
ious sizes and capacities. Such a situation is 15 comprising a pair of tubula side rafls or mem- 
quite prevalent in he bakery trade wherein bak- bers   disposed in spaced parallel relation. The 
ets use Dans of various widhs in the preparation respective ends of the side rafls !  are secured 
and baldng of cakes, pies, buns and simflar pas« to tubular end rafls or members, hot shown, by 
tries. The use of varying width pans. or trays connectors [[. A castor wheel [, of a. conven- 
necessitates having a number of portable racks, g0 tional design, is secured fo the bottom face of 
for conveying said paris fo and from the oven, each of the four connectors [! fo facflitate the 
and the size of the portable racks must oe coin- moving of the rack from place fo place. 
mensurate with the size of he pans being cm- The top portion of the rack is of a configura- 
ployed for the particular baking operation.. Such tion complementary fo he base portion and coin- 
an arrangement ends fo pose an .unwarranted g5 prises tubular side rails or members [4 joined-fo 
expense on the baker in procuring and maintain« tubular end rafls or memoers, hot shown, bycon- 
ing a number of portable pari or tray racks of nectors . A plurality of vertically disposed 
various sizes, rods or members [] are interposed between and 
One of the objects of the present invention is secured fo the connectors [! and [ and define 
.fo provide a portable rack for supporting a plu- 0 the vertical end frame portions of the rack. 
rality of pans in spaced superposed relation. A pair of diamehrically disposed rods [8 are 
Another object of the present invention is to interposed between the top-and bottom portions 
provide a portable rack which is capable of bein of the rack and divide the rack into. a pair of 
acljusted for supporting paris or trays of various compartments or sections A and B. The rods 
sizes, eS5 8 are secured fo the top face of the members 
Another object of the prescrit invention is fo and fo the bottom face of.the members [ g by spot 
provide a rack composed of a plurality of com- welding or a-ny other suitable means. A ,pair..of 
patments with one side of each compartment vertically disposed rods 2fl are.arrangednspaced 
being adjustable with respect fo the other side parallel relation wthin the compartment 
.of each compartment. ,40 termediate the bottom .'embers 0 and .the .top 
A îurther object of the present invention is to members . A second pair of rods 2: are.posi- 
 provide a portable rack having a single.adjusting tioned in the compartment B. Bothsets.of rods 
means for varying the spacing between comple- 20 and  are positioned intermediate the center 
mentary pari supporting membre's, rods  and the end frames [] of Che rack ,with 
A stfll further object of the present invention 45 the ends of the rods  and :2! provided v]h 
is fo provide a portable adjustable rack which is rollers 22 which are arranged fo more in,tracks 
or guideways 25' secured.to the top and bottom 
simple of ,construction, economical of manufac- 
members 0 and . Thus the rods.2 in £he 
ture and which wfll be reliable and efficient in 
compartment A and the rods 2 in the compart- 
service. 50 ment B define intermediae frame members 
Other objects and advantages more or less which are capable of 'being moved between-the 
ancillary to the foregoing and the mal-mer in center rods or posts 8 and the end frames 
which all the various objects are realized wfll by means of the rollers 22 riding in the:tack or 
appear in the folloving description, which con- guideways 
sidered in cmuection .vith. the accompanying 5 The conter posts-.or, rods. 8 ,bave-slidab:ly 
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mounted thereon, aacent their répêcivé éhds, 
sleeves or collars  which are retained in spaced 
relation by bars 26. The bars 26 are positioned 
along he inner faces of the center posts 18 and 
the ends of the bars extend beyond the collars 
25. A pair of oppositely disposed arms 27 are 
pivotally connected fo the Iower ends of each of 
the bars 26 while a similar pair of arms 28 are 
pivotally connected to the upper ends of each 
of the bars -6. The free ends of the arms 
and 28 are secured, by suitable connecting means, 
to the rods 2{} and 21 in the compartments A and 
B. Thus upon moving the collars 2§ and the 
bars 25 along the center poste 18 the arms 
and 28 will be either extended or contracted due 
to their pivotal cormection with the ends of the 
bars 26. The extension or contraction of the 
arms 27 and 28 wfll move the rods 20 and 21, 
within the compaïtments A and B, towards or 
away fïom the centeï poste 18. 
The actuation rneehanism foï the arms 27 and 
28 and haïs 26 comprises a transverse ïod 30 
rotatabIy suppoïted in brackete 31 that aïe 
mounted on the centeï posts 18. A pair o levers 
32, disposed in a plane at ïight angles to the 
longitudinal axis of the ïod 30, each bave one end 
ïigidly seeuïed fo the rod 3( while the other end 
of the levers is ivotalIy connected fo arms 33, 
The fe end of the arms 33 aïe pivotally con- 
nected fo the baïs 26. The ends of the ïod 30 
projects beyond the brackets 3! and center posLs 
16 and aïe eonfigured to receive an operating 
handIe 34. Whfle the handle 34 is ïeadiIy at- 
tachabIe fo eitheï" end of the ïod 30 foï aetuat- 
ing saine and cn then be ïemoved, it is within 
the scope of the present invention tha the 
hndle 3 rnay be ï-igidly secured fo either end 
 the rod 30. 
The ïods 12 defining the end ïrames of the 
portable ïack bave mounted on theiï inner faces, 
intermediate the top and bottom membeïs 10 
and 14, a pltu'ality of angle irons 36 arïanged in 
spaced superposed relation to one another. The 
rods 29 and 2 !, in the compartments A and B, 
respectively, bave secured thereto a pIurality o 
spaced angle irons 32 which aïe disposed 
aligned relation with the angle irons 6 on the 
end frame members 12. The angle irons 36 and 
7, in the compartmente oï sections A and B 
form shelves or supporte foï a plurality of pans, 
trays oï other ïeceptacles. The angle irons 36 
and 37 may be seured fo the end frame mernbeïs 
12 and the rods 20 and 21 by spot welding or any 
oheï suitable means. 
Whfle the pan or tray supporL 36 and 37 aïe 
shown as angle iron seeured fo the end frame 
members 12 and the rods 20 and 21 it is ïeadfly 
apparent tha other forms of supports may be 
ernployed, such as pins, bars oï telescoping ïods 
secured fo the members 12 and 20 and 21. 
theïmore the actuating arms 27 and 28 may be 
secuïeoE fo either the rods 20 and 2 ioï connected 
fo one of the angle irons 32 which are mounted 
on the rods 20 and 21. 
Tf is within the score of the present invention 
that angle irons oï similar metallic members 
could be substituted foï the tubulaï rods defining 
the top, boçtom and end portions of the rack. 
If angle irons were utilized ïn the top and bottom 
portions of the rack it would hot be necessary fo 
employ the traek or guideways 23 foï the ïollers 
22 as the angle iïons would define the track for 
said ïolleïs. 
The rack of the pïesent invention is suscepti- 
ble o use oï operation or supportïng and trans- 

porting a plurality of pans or trays. With the 
various parts and elements of the present inven- 
tion assembled in the manner as shown in the 
drawings, thi handli 34 may be rotated through 
5 an arcuate path of movement which will cause 
the bars 26 to more along the center posts 18 for 
either advancing or retracting the rods 20 and 
21 with respect to the end frame members 17. 
Assuming that a pluïality of pans or tïays of a 
10 small width or size are tobe loaded upon the 
supports 36 and 37 it will be necessary to rotate 
the handle 34 to advance the rod 
towards the end frames 17 and thus reduce the 
size of the compartments A and B. Thus de. 
], pendent upon the size of the particular pans that 
are to be supported and carried by the rack the 
size oî the colnpartments A and B, with respect 
to the end frame members 17, can be increased 
or decreased by moving the rods 20 and 21 with 
20 their supports 7 ttu-ough the actuating mech- 
anism mounted on the center posts 16. 
I claire: 
1. A ïack comprising" top, bottom and en 
frames, center posts interposed between said 
25 top and bottom rames, a paiï of intermediate 
fïame members positioned between said top and 
bottom fïames adjacent said center posts and 
means carried by said center posts and engaging 
said inteïmediate fïame members foï simultane- 
30 ously vaïying the distance .between said inter- 
mediate fïame members and said end frames. 
2. A rack comprising top, bottom and end 
frames, a pair of center posts inteïposed between 
said top and bottom frames and defining a plu- 
.35 ïality of compartments, guideways provided on 
the inneï faces of the top and bottom frames, an 
intermediate frame membeï positioned between 
the top and bottom frames in each of said com- 
partments, said intermediate fïame members 
40 engaging said guideways, a plurality of spaced 
suppoïts mounted on the complementary faces 
of said end frames and the intermediate ïrame 
members and defining shelves and actuating 
means on said center poste connected to the 
45 intermediate frame members for simultaneously 
moving said intermediate frame membm's to- 
wards and from said center poste on said guide- 
ways. 
3. A rack comprising top bottom and end 
5 frames a pair of centeï posts inteïposed 
tween said top and bottom frames and defming a 
plurality of compartmente, guideways pïovided 
on the inner faces of the top and bottom frames, 
an intermediate frame member positioned 
5 tween the top and bottom frames in each of said 
compartmçnte, rollers mounted on the ends of 
the intermediate frame members and engageable 
with said guideways for moving said intermedi- 
aie frame membeïs within their respective com- 
 païtments, a pluïality of spaced supports 
mounted on the complementary faces of said end 
fïames and the intermediate fïame membeïs 
and defining shelves, bars slidably mounted on 
said centeï poste, a plurality of arms pivotally 
65 connected to said bars and intermediate frame 
membeïs, an actuating ïod mounted on said 
posts, a handle secuïed to said rod» an aïm 
aflïxed to said rod and a lever interposed be- 
tween said aïm and bars for simultaneously 
70 moving said intermediate frame membeïs with 
ïespect to said end frames upon the actuation of 
said handle. 
4. A ïack comprising top, bottom and end 
frames, a paiï of center poste interposed between 
 said end frames and connecd to said top and 
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bottom frames, a pair of intermediate frame 
mem.bers positioned between the top and bottom 
frames on opposite sides of said center posts and 
arranged to move on said top and bottom frames 
and means, carried by said center posts for 
simultaneously moving said intermediate frame 
members towards and from their respective end 
frames and said cenfm- posts. 
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